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In the meanwhile Egypt decided to try conclusions
with him on the issue of the Asiatic possessions. The
Phoenician towns at once accepted Egypt's hegemony
and, encouraged by them, king Zedekiah of Judah
rose against Babylon and refused to pay tribute to her.
Nebuchadnezzar crossed the Euphrates and descended
on North Syria (587 B.C.) and from there sent out a force
to take Jerusalem. A siege was laid, and the Pharoah,
who had retreated wisely before the redoubtable
Babylonian to Egypt, advanced to relieve the city
of Judah. He had to beat a retreat again and Jeru-
salem fell. The king was carried captive with his
two sons who were slain before his eyes by the orders
of Nebuchadnezzar and his own eyes were later put
out. Most of the population was likewise carried
captive. The miserable remnant murdered the Baby-
lonian governor and migrated to Egypt with the pro-
phet Jeremiah. There they were properly settled.
Sidon made peace and Tyre acknowledged the
Babylonian suzerainty after a long siege. It has
been supposed that Nebuchadnezzar pushed up against
the Pharaoh deep in to the land of Nile and reached the
First Cataract. During his old age, any way, the great
conqueror got mad and died in 562 B.C. He was
a great builder and built the temples of E-sagila at
Babylon and E~zida at Borsippa. Then he built the
great wall of Babylon which his father had planned.
A double massive wall now ran round the vast city
and between the two and overlooking them a running
fastness was erected. The great wall was further
surrounded by other walls and ditches. Besides these
temples and walls the ancient city was beautified by
broad streets and pretty secular buildings. The city
assumed her real stature and became the proverbial
Babylon in splendour and glory.
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